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Disclaimer: The purpose of this briefing is to provide a Regional weather threat 

assessment and is meant as a general overview. County/Parish decision makers 

should consult their local NWS forecast offices for the latest detailed, local weather 

information. To find your local NWS forecast office, go to www.weather.gov/srh and click on 

the "Weather Forecast Offices" tab and click on the map for your area.

Tuesday, March 13, 2018

Moderate to major flooding continues on the Ouachita River, MS River 

and Atchafalaya River.

Minor to moderate flooding continues in E TX, LA and AR and rivers 

will continue to recede. 

No significant weather is expected today.

http://www.weather.gov/srh


Key Points
Today through Saturday

• Elevated to Critical Fire Weather conditions may occur across NE NM, TX & OK 
Panhandles, and the South Plains tomorrow.

• Elevated Fire Weather conditions may develop across E NM, South Plains, TX & OK 
Panhandle to across the Upper Trans-Pecos Thursday-Saturday. 

• Strong thunderstorms are possible across NE TX, N LA, SE OK and AR on Friday. 

River Flood Status
• Minor to moderate flooding continues in E TX, LA and AR and rivers will continue to 

recede through this weekend. 

• The Ouachita River is cresting at Felsenthal Lock and Dam in AR. The Ouachita River at 
Columbia Lock and Dam is LA is not expected to crest until Saturday March 17th at 69 ft. 
which is 2 ft. above moderate flood state. 

• The crest on the MS River is just upriver of Arkansas City, AR.  The river at Arkansas City 
will climb slowly through Tuesday to reach a crest of 43 ft. on Wednesday March 14th. 

• The Atchafalaya River continues to rise; the crest at Morgan City is expected to reach 7.5 
ft. (moderate flood stage) on March 23rd. 



Very Common – Happens Often

Common – Happens Frequently

Uncommon – A Few Times a Year

Rare – Once Every 1-5 Years

Very Rare – Once Every 5-10 Years

No Weather Threats Expected

For more details on the colors in 

the threat matrix refer to the last 

slide in this briefing. 

DAY / THREAT TUE WED THU FRI SAT

Severe Storms

Heavy Rain / 
Flash Flooding

Fire Weather
NE 

NM/Panhandles/
South Plains

E 
NM/Panhandles/So

uth Plains/Upper 
Trans-Pecos

Winter

River Flooding

E & S AR, 
N, E & SE LA

E & S AR, 
N, E & SE LA

E TX, LA, AR E TX, LA, AR

FEMA Region 6 Threat Matrix
Mar 13, 2018 - Mar 17, 2018



See http://water.weather.gov/ahps for the latest on river flooding

5-Day Precipitation Forecast & River Flood Status

Minor to moderate flooding continues in E TX, LA and AR and rivers will continue to recede. 

Note:  Even though this image displays 5 days 
of forecasted rainfall, river forecasts only 

include 1 – 2 days worth of rainfall.

The Ouachita River is cresting at Felsenthal L&D in AR.  The Ouachita River at Columbia Lock & Dam in LA is not expected 
to crest until 3/17 at 69 feet. 

The crest on the MS River is just upriver of Arkansas City, AR. The river at Arkansas City will climb slowly through Tuesday 
to reach a crest of 43 feet on Wednesday March 14th. 

• The Atchafalaya River continues to rise; the crest at Morgan City is expected to reach 7.5 feet. (moderate flood 
stage) on March 23rd. 

http://water.weather.gov/ahps




Today’s Weather
Moderate to major flooding continues on the 

Ouachita River, MS River and Atchafalaya River.

Minor to moderate flooding will continue in E TX, LA 

and AR but rivers will continue to slowly recede. 

No significant weather expected.

http://www.spc.noaa.gov/public/fema/images/fema06_swody1.png
http://www.spc.noaa.gov/public/fema/images/fema06_swody1.png


Tomorrow’s Weather
Moderate to major flooding continues on the 

Ouachita River, MS River and Atchafalaya River.

Minor to moderate flooding will continue in E TX, LA 

and AR but rivers will continue to slowly recede. 

Elevated Fire Weather conditions across NE NM, 

Panhandles and South Plains. 



Thursday’s Weather
Moderate to major flooding continues on the 

Ouachita River, MS River and Atchafalaya River.

Minor to moderate flooding will continue in E TX, LA 

and AR but rivers will continue to slowly recede. 

Elevated Fire Weather conditions across E NM, 

Panhandles and South Plains and Upper Trans-

Pecos. 



*Threat levels are based on FEMA 

Region 6 criteria. State or local 

threat level criteria may differ.

Very Common – Happens Often

Common – Happens Frequently

Uncommon – A Few Times a Year

Rare – Once Every 1-5 Years

Very Rare – Once Every 5-10 Years

No Weather Threats Expected

Day 4-5 Weather Hazards

Friday - Saturday

Strong storms possible



Data valid as of 6am CST, Tuesday, March 6, 2018

Drought Monitor Released March 8, 2018

Drought Conditions (Percent Area) in D3-D4 (Extreme to Exceptional Drought)

State Current Last Week 3 Months Ago 1 Year Ago

Arkansas 0.00% 0.00% 14.66% 2.00%

Louisiana 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

Oklahoma 34.45% 32.91% 0.78% 3.17%

Texas 14.16% 11.47% 0.00% 0.00%

New Mexico 17.08% 5.23% 0.00% 0.00%

Weekly 

Comparison



Click here for a 

Description of the 

Space Weather Storm 

Scales

Click here for the 

Latest 3-Day Space 

Weather Forecast Text

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Geomagnetic
Storms

Quiet
(Max Kp = 3)

Quiet
(Max Kp = 5)

Quiet
(Max Kp = 5)

Solar Radiation 
Storm (S1-S5)

1% 1% 1%

Radio Blackout 
(R1-R2)

1% 1% 1%

Radio Blackout 
(R3-R5)

1% 1% 1%

Space Weather 3-Day Forecast

http://www.swpc.noaa.gov/noaa-scales-explanation
http://www.swpc.noaa.gov/products/3-day-forecast


Information provided by:

National Weather Service
Southern Region Headquarters

Regional Operations Center
Fort Worth, TX

Phone: (682) 703-3747 *New Direct Number

E-mail: sr-srh.roc@noaa.gov
Web: http://www.weather.gov/srh (NEW link!!)

https://www.facebook.com/NWSSouthern

@NWS_Southern_US https://twitter.com/NWS_Southern_US

mailto:sr-srh.roc@noaa.gov
http://www.weather.gov/srh
https://www.facebook.com/NWSSouthern
https://twitter.com/NWS_Southern_US


The criteria for the color codes in our briefings is below, please provide 
any feedback to sr-srh.roc@noaa.gov.


